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The #1 bestselling phenomenon continues in the eighth Stephanie Plum novel. The stakes get

higher, the crimes get nastier, the chases get faster, and the men get hotter.This time Stephanie,

Morelli, Ranger. Lula, Valerie, and Grandma Mazur are strapped in for the ride of their lives.

Stephanie is hired to find a missing child. But things aren't always as they seem and Stephanie

must determine if she's working for the right side of the law. Plus, there's the Morelli question: can a

Jersey girl keep her head on straight when more than just bullets are aimed for her heart? And with

the Plum and Morelli relationship looking rocky, is it time for Ranger to move in for the kill? Janet

Evanovich's latest thriller proves that Hard Eight will never be enough.
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When Evelyn Soder disappears with her daughter, it means big trouble for her mother, Mabel

Markowitz. The judge in Evelyn's divorce insisted on a child custody bond and Evelyn's ex-husband

is intent on collecting it. Mabel co-signed for the bond, and now she may lose her home. Stephanie

Plum, unlucky in love and fugitive apprehension, becomes involved because Mabel is her parents'

neighbor. Mabel bakes when she is upset, and the Plums are drowning in bread loaves and coffee

cakes.And so, begins yet another comic adventure in the strange world of 'The Burg,' Trenton's own

twilight zone. Soon she finds herself in conflict with Eddie Abruzzi, who is a sociopathic crime lord

when he isn't being a sociopathic war gamer. Eddie wants Stephanie out of the Soder investigation,

and is perfectly willing to make her crazy before he finally kills her. In addition, Stephanie must deal



with Andy Bender, a bond-skipping drunk with a talent for getting Plum to trip over her own feed.Nor

should I fail to mention a lawyer whose name is not spelled c-l-o-w-n, a female apprehension agent

who is almost as good as Ranger (and who doesn't keep losing cars, purses and handcuffs), and

that usual mad gang of crooks, cohorts and lovers. Yes, Stephanie's love life becomes even more

complicated while everything else is going on. Without TastyCakes and pizza, Plum would be well

on the way to a nervous breakdown.This all is typical Evanovich. In fact, it is a bit too typical. Very

few writers are able to avoid formula writing when a series begins to stretch out into extra innings,

and 'Hard Eight' has started to show the inevitable signs of strain. As a plot, it is very reminiscent of

'High Five.' But while that was fun and original, this time the sight gags and sarcasm are beginning

to wear thin.
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